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SUBJECT: NEXT MEETING WITH SARKIS: SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 8366 

1 . YOU SHOULD PLAN ON SEEING SARKIS WITHIN THE NEXT FEW 
DAYS FOR THE PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING WITH HIM THE 
EVOLVING SITUATION IN LEBANON, PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTH, 
ALTHOUGH WE ALSO WANT YOU TO RESPOND TO CERTAIN OF SARKIS’ 
SUGGESTIONS MADE TO YOU IN YOUR LAST TALK WITH HIM. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE YOUR BASIC TALKING POINTS: 

- THE SECRETARY ASKED ME TO CONVEY HIS APPRECIATION FOR 
THE THOUGHTFUL OBSERVATIONS YOU MADE IN MY MEETING WITH 
YOU ON NOVEMBER 8. THE U.S. RECOGNIZES THE DIFFICULT AND 
DELICATE PROBLEMS THAT MUST BE OVERCOME AS THE ARAB DETER- 
RENT FORCE CONSOLIDATES ITS OBJECTIVES, BUT WE HAVE BEEN 
IMPRESSED WITH THE SUCCESSFUL WAY THIS FORCE UNDER YOUR 
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DIRECTION HAS HANDLED MATTERS SO FAR. 
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- YOU CAN ALSO BE ASSURED THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL BE 
PREPARED TO PLAY A SUPPORTIVE ROLE-AS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED- 

AS YOU LATER TURN TO THE TASK OF DEVELOPING A POLITICAL 
CONSENSUS. THE UNITED STATES, AS YOU KNOW, SUPPORTED THE 
PRAGMATIC COMPROMISES DEVELOPED LAST JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
FOR AN OVERALL POLITICAL SOLUTION. WE WOULD IN PRINCIPLE 
BE PREPARED TO USE OUR INFLUENCE TO ENCOURAGE THE VARIOUS 
FACTIONS TO MOVE TOWARDS THE REASONABLE POLITICAL CON- 
SENSUS WE PRESUME YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE DEVELOP. 

- WE WILL OF COURSE REGULARLY RESTATE OUR POSITION IN 
FAVOR OF THE UNITY, INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OF LEBANON, AS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED, WHENEVER AN APPROPRIATE 
OCCASION ARISES. 

- THE UNITED STATES RECOGNIZES THAT IT CAN PLAY A USEFUL 
ROLE IN HELPING PERSUADE THE ISRAELIS OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ALLOWING THE PRESENT PROCESS IN LEBANON TO MOVE FOR- 
WARD UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP WITHOUT DISTRACTION. 

- OUR ABILITY TO BE HELPFUL WITH THE ISRAELIS IS INFLUENC- 
ED BY THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. A REINFORCED 
PALESTINIAN PRESENCE ALONG THE SOUTHERN BORDER, AS WELL AS 
IN THE ARQUB AREA, WOULD PRESENT AN ISSUE OF OBVIOUS 
SENSITIVITY TO THE ISRAELIS. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 

THE ISRAELIS ABOUT THIS MATTER. WE ALSO HAVE TALKED TO 
SYRIAN LEADERS, MAKING CLEAR THAT FOR OUR PART WE HOPE 
THAT NOTHING WILL HAPPEN IN THE BORDER AREAS WHICH WOULD 
THREATEN THE CEASE-FIRE OR GIVE ANY PARTY AN EXCUSE FOR 
OUTSIDE INTERVENTION. 

- THE RECENT ROCKET ATTACK IN NAHARIYA POINTS UP THE 
POTENTIAL DANGERS IN THIS SITUATION. AS WE UNDERSTAND 
THE POSITION ON THE GROUND, THERE IS A NARROW ZONE ALONG 
MOST OF THE BORDER EXCEPT NEAR BINT JABRIL, THAT IS CON- 
TROLLED BY CHRISTIAN-SHIA ELEMENTS. BEHIND THIS ZONE AND 
EXTENDING TO SIDON IS AN AREA UNDER NO FIRM CONTROL. WE 
ASSUME IT WAS FROM HERE THAT THE ATTACK ON NAHARIYA WAS 
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MOUNTED. HOW DO YOU FORESEE BRINGING ORDER AND SECURITY 
TO THIS AREA? IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY OF DEPLOYING A 
SUFFICIENTLY LARGE FORCE COMPOSED OF LEBANESE ELEMENTS 
TO PREVENT PALESTINIANS FROM OPERATING THERE? 

- WHATEVER IS DONE, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THERE BE FULL 
UNDERSTANDING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER, AND WE ARE 
PREPARED THROUGH OUR CONTACTS WITH THE PARTIES INVOLVED 
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TO PLAY A HELPFUL ROLE. WE THEREFORE HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
KEEP US INFORMED ON THIS SCORE. KISSINGER 
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1 . YOU SHOULD PLAN ON SEEING SARKIS WITHIN THE NEXT FEW 
DAYS FOR THE PRINCIPAL PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING WITH HIM THE 
EVOLVING SITUATION IN LEBANON, PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTH, 
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ALTHOUGH WE ALSO WANT YOU TO RESPOND TO CERTAIN OF SARKIS' 
SUGGESTIONS MADE TO YOU IN YOUR LAST TALK WITH HIM. 
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2. FOLLOWING ARE YOUR BASIC TALKING POINTS: 

- THE SECRETARY ASKED ME TO CONVEY HIS APPRECIATION FOR 
THE THOUGHTFUL OBSERVATIONS YOU MADE IN MY MEETING WITH 
YOU ON NOVEMBER 8. THE U.S. RECOGNIZES THE DIFFICULT AND 
DELICATE PROBLEMS THAT MUST BE OVERCOME AS THE ARAB DETER- 
RENT FORCE CONSOLIDATES ITS OBJECTIVES, BUT WE HAVE BEEN 
IMPRESSED WITH THE SUCCESSFUL WAY THIS FORCE UNDER YOUR 
DIRECTION HAS HANDLED MATTERS SO FAR. 

- YOU CAN ALSO BE ASSURED THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL BE 
PREPARED TO PLAY A SUPPORTIVE ROLE-AS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED- 

AS YOU LATER TURN TO THE TASK OF DEVELOPING A POLITICAL 
CONSENSUS. THE UNITED STATES, AS YOU KNOW. SUPPORTED THE 
PRAGMATIC COMPROMISES DEVELOPED LAST JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
FOR AN OVERALL POLITICAL SOLUTION. WE WOULD IN PRINCIPLE 
BE PREPARED TO USE OUR INFLUENCE TO ENCOURAGE THE VARIOUS 
FACTIONS TO MOVE TOWARDS THE REASONABLE POLITICAL CON- 
SENSUS WE PRESUME YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE DEVELOP. 

- WE WILL OF COURSE REGULARLY RESTATE OUR POSITION IN 
FAVOR OF THE UNITY. INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OF LEBANON, AS YOU HAVE SUGGESTED, WHENEVER AN APPROPRIATE 
OCCASION ARISES. 

- THE UNITED STATES RECOGNIZES THAT IT CAN PLAY A USEFUL 
ROLE IN HELPING PERSUADE THE ISRAELIS OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ALLOWING THE PRESENT PROCESS IN LEBANON TO MOVE FOR- 
WARD UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP WITHOUT DISTRACTION. 

- OUR ABILITY TO BE HELPFUL WITH THE ISRAELIS IS INFLUENC- 
ED BY THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. A REINFORCED 
PALESTINIAN PRESENCE ALONG THE SOUTHERN BORDER, AS WELL AS 
IN THE ARQUB AREA, WOULD PRESENT AN ISSUE OF OBVIOUS 
SENSITIVITY TO THE ISRAELIS. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 

THE ISRAELIS ABOUT THIS MATTER. WE ALSO HAVE TALKED TO 
SYRIAN LEADERS, MAKING CLEAR THAT FOR OUR PART WE HOPE 
THAT NOTHING WILL HAPPEN IN THE BORDER AREAS WHICH WOULD 
THREATEN THE CEASE-FIRE OR GIVE ANY PARTY AN EXCUSE FOR 
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OUTSIDE INTERVENTION. 

- THE RECENT ROCKET ATTACK IN NAHARIYA POINTS UP THE 
POTENTIAL DANGERS IN THIS SITUATION. AS WE UNDERSTAND 
THE POSITION ON THE GROUND, THERE IS A NARROW ZONE ALONG 
MOST OF THE BORDER EXCEPT NEAR BINT JABRIL, THAT IS CON- 
TROLLED BY CHRISTIAN-SHIA ELEMENTS. BEHIND THIS ZONE AND 
EXTENDING TO SIDON IS AN AREA UNDER NO FIRM CONTROL. WE 
ASSUME IT WAS FROM HERE THAT THE ATTACK ON NAHARIYA WAS 
MOUNTED. HOW DO YOU FORESEE BRINGING ORDER AND SECURITY 
TO THIS AREA? IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY OF DEPLOYING A 
SUFFICIENTLY LARGE FORCE COMPOSED OF LEBANESE ELEMENTS 
TO PREVENT PALESTINIANS FROM OPERATING THERE? 

- WHATEVER IS DONE, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THERE BE FULL 
UNDERSTANDING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BORDER, AND WE ARE 
PREPARED THROUGH OUR CONTACTS WITH THE PARTIES INVOLVED 
TO PLAY A HELPFUL ROLE. WE THEREFORE HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
KEEP US INFORMED ON THIS SCORE. KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE ROBINSON 
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